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The  Civic  Centre, 
Barnstaple. 


Telephone  : Barnstaple  72511 

To  tht  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I wish  to  submit  my  report  to  you  on  the  health  and 
statistics  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1971* 


I am 
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Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


October,  1971 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


o * e 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
Numb er  of  parishes  . . , 

Estimated,  population 
Population  at  1961  census  . . . 
Inhabited  houses  . . . . . . 

Number  of  Council  owned  houses 
Density  of  persons  per  house 
Rateable  value  ...  ... 

Estimated  product  of  new  pence  rate 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  comparability  factors  ...  

Live  births  ... 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,0CC  population  ... 


<ks 


129,346 

36 

30,910 

25,073 

10,878 

872 

2.71 

1,049,726 

10,342 


Births 

Deaths 


1.19 

C.8l 

417 


• « • 


13.5 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  corrected  16. 1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  Gfo 
Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  14 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  . . 423 

Infant  deaths  (under  one  year;  5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  12 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  birthsl3 


Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,0  illegitimate 
live  births  ...  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  4 weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ...  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  1 week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  


NIL 


5 


5 


Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  19 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)..  ...  1 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 

Deaths  ...  ...  . 387 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 12.5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  corrected  ...  10.1 
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POPULATION 


Luring  1971  the  population  of  the  Rural  Listrict 
increased  by  2,040  to  30,910® 

Births  exceeded  deaths  by  30  and  illegitimate  births 
increased  from  20  to  25 » 

Out  of  417  live  births  during  the  year;  there  were  5 
infant  deaths,  giving  a n infant  mortality  rate  of  12  per 
1,000  live  births . 

POPULATION  TRENDS 


Year 

Population 

Live  Births 

Death 

1951  ( 

census)  23,150 

324 

314 

1952 

23,030 

342 

322 

1953 

23,360 

318 

257 

1954 

23,410 

346 

296 

1935 

23,642 

334 

316 

1950 

24,070 

343 

302 

1957 

24,010 

369 

300 

1958 

24,370 

362 

276 

1959 

24,370 

356 

294 

I960 

25,050 

365 

272 

1961  ( 

census)  25,290 

338 

299 

1962 

25,580 

353 

336 

1963 

26,020 

434 

329 

1964 

26, 670 

428 

325 

1965 

27,090 

405 

346 

1966 

27,560 

426 

390 

1967 

28,980 

432 

325 

1968 

28,460 

429 

370 

1969 

28,650 

421 

329 

1970 

ro 

00 

00 

O 

391 

388 

1971 

30,910 

417 

387 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births:  Males: 

Females: 

Total : 

Legitimate  208 

184 

392 

Illegitimate  14 

11 

25 

- 

222 

195 

417 

Stillbirths:  Males: 

Females : 

Total: 

Legitimate  4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

4 2 6 


- 3 - 


DEATHS 


During  the  year  there  were  387  deaths  (196  males  and 
191  females)  as  compared  with  388  in  the  previous  year. 


• • 0 


Summary  of  Causes  of  Death  in  1971 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system  . . . 
Cther  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc 
Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  « . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  . . . 
Leukaemia  •«*  • • » <»*• 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

Diabetes  mellitus 

Anaemias  «•#  . # * ... 

Mental  disorders  

Multiple  sclerosis  

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease  

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . . . 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Pneumonia * ... 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Other  diseases  or  respiratory  system 
Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  diseases,  geni to -urinary  system 
Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  etc 
Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

Congenital  anomalies  

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


• • • 
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Male:  Female 


. 1 

• 2 

1 

. 1 

- 

. 1 

2 

. 3 

5 

. 6 

3 

. 1 

- 

• 14 

2 

. 1 

10 

• 

3 

. 2 

. 1 

1 

• 9 

13 

. 1 

2 

• - 

4 

. 2 

1 

• - 

1 

. 1 

- 

. 1 

3 

. 1 

- 

• 4 

2 

• 69 

58 

• 5 

5 

• 16 

28 

. 13 

13 

. 10 

9 

. 14 

2 

. 3 

- 

• • — 

2 

, - 

1 

• - 

4 

. 1 

2 

. 4 

2 

t 

1 

• - 

1 

. 2 

1 

. - 

1 

• 2 

4 

. 4 

1 

• 1 

3 

196 

191 

4 


Neo-Natal  Deaths 


This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occuring  in 
infants  under  the  age  of  four  weeks:- 


Mai e s : Females ; Total: 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  000 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

During  the  year  five  infants  (3  males  and  2 females) 
died  under  the  age  of  one  year:  giving  the  infant  mortality 
rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  10* 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males:  Females : Total : 

3 2 5 

0 0 0 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Age 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  4 weeks 

1 

1 

2 

4 weeks  to  1 year 

2 

1 

3 

1 to  4 years 

0 

0 

0 

5 to  14  years 

2 

1 

3 

IS  to  24  years 

2 

1 

3 

25  to  34  years 

2 

4 

6 

35  to  44  years 

2 

3 

5 

45  to  54  years 

13 

4 

17 

55  to  64  years 

28 

20 

48 

65  to  74  years 

72 

46 

118 

Over  75 

72 

110 

182 

am* 


Cancer  Deaths 


There  were  78  deaths  from  cancer  in  1971;  ten  less  than  the  previous 

year . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Buccal  cavity 

1 

0 

1 

Larynx 

1 

0 

1 

Oesophagus 

1 

2 

3 

Stomach 

3 

r~ 

0 

8 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

14 

2 

16 

Breast 

1 

10 

11 

Uterus 

3 

3 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Prostate 

2 

. 2 

Intestine 

6 

3 

9 

Other 

9 

13 

22 

Deaths  from  Lung  Cancer 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1952 

5 

1 

6 

1953 

5 

2 

7 

1954 

5 

1 

6 

1955 

5 

— 

5 

1956 

7 

— 

'7 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

9 

2 

11 

1959 

7 

2 

9 

i960 

6 

2 

8 

1961 

9 

2 

11 

1962 

10 

— 

10 

1963 

11 

2 

13 

1964 

12 

- 

12 

1965 

12 

— 

12 

1966 

10 

r* 

5 

15 

1967 

8 

6 

14 

1968 

11 

1 

12 

1969 

11 

1 

12 

1970 

14 

r— 

0 

19 

1971 

14 

2 

16 

Cancer  Deaths  since  1952 


Year 

Total 

Cancer  Deaths 

Total 

Deaths 

Males 

Me  ales 

1952 

322 

26 

29 

r~  r~ 

20 

1953 

257 

18 

27 

45 

1954 

296 

20 

30 

50 

1955 

316 

21 

26 

47 

1956 

302 

25 

30 

55 

1957 

300 

31 

26 

57 

1958 

276 

21 

22 

43 

1959 

294 

24 

28 

5?- 

i960 

272 

20 

21 

41 

1961 

299 

24 

27 

51 

1962 

336 

34 

37 

71 

1963 

329 

34 

28 

62 

1964 

325 

35 

27 

62 

1965 

346 

35 

23 

58 

1966 

390 

36 

29 

65 

1967 

325 

38 

35 

73 

1968 

370 

47 

37 

84 

1969 

329 

41 

49 

90 

1970 

CO 

00 

no 

42 

46 

88 

1971 

387 

39 

39 

78 

I1JFECT IOUS  D 1 3 EAS  E3 


The  following  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
were  reported  during  the  year:- 


Infective  Jaundice 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Who oping  Cough 


5 

63 

6 
8 


One  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  one  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  -were  notified  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations,  as  follows : - 


Group 

Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

Non-Pulnonary 

Male  Female 

1 

- 5 

— 

- 

- 

~ 

5 

- 14 

- 

— 

- 

15 

- 24 

— 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 44 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

45 

- 54 

— 

- 

- 

- 

r*  r- 

- 64 

— 

1 

— 

- 

65+ 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Lun  Tuberculosis  - Distribution  of  Cases 


Br aunt on 


t « • 
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Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  since  1951 


r • • —————— 

Year 

No.  of  Cases 

of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Case  Rate 

per  1,000 

Population 

No . of 

Deaths 

Death . Rate 

per  1,000 
Population 

1951 

23 

0.99 

7 

0.30 

1952 

21 

0.91 

6 

0.26 

1953 

24 

1.03 

3 

0.12 

1954 

11 

0.47 

— 

— 

1955 

4 

0.17 

— 

— 

1956 

7 

0.29 

— 

— 

1957 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1958 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1959 

4 

0.16 

1 

0.04 

i960 

6 

0.23 

— 

- 

1961 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1962 

5 

0.23 

— 

— 

1963 

2 

0.075 

— 

- 

1964 

2 

0.075 

- 

- 

1965 

2 

0.185 

1 

0.04 

1966 

4 

0.145 

1 

0.04 

1967 

4 

0.143 

— 

OKS 

1968 

4 

0.141 

1 

0.03 

1969 

3 

c.105 

— 

- 

1970 

4 

0.139 

— 

- 

1971 

1 

0.034 

1 

0.03 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Rural 
District  tuberculosis  register  on  1st  January  and  31st  December, 
1971. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Protective  immunization  and  vaccination  against  diptheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus,  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  are  undertaken  hy 
the  general  practitioners  and  the  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics. 
There  are  four  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  organised  hy  the  Levon  County 
Health  Authority  within  the  District  held  as  follows 

Fremington  Parish  Hall  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoons 

Braunton  Parish  Hall  Thursday  afternoons 

Combe  Martin  Health  Centre  ......  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  afternoons 

Woolacombe  Methodist  Hall  .......  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoons 

ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  is  an  infectious  diseases  section  at  the  Kingsley 
Hospital,  Bideford  which  serves  Barnstaple  as  well  as  other  local 
authorities  in  North  Devon. 

MATERNITY  CASES 

The  North  Devon  District  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  at  North  Road, 
Barnstaple  v/as  opened  during  1968.  It  has  fifty  four  beds  (forty  eight 
general  and  six  special  care) . 

SMALLPOX 


All  the  smallpox  cases  in  the  counties  of  Levon  and  Cornwall 
are  sent  to  Liskeard  Smallpox  Hospital,  or  to  Lee  Mill  Hospital. 

The  Plymouth  Ambulance  Service  (Plymouth  64IOI)  provides  transport 
for  smallpox  cases. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT , 1948  Section  47 

and  Amendment  Act,  1951 

This  Section  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  elderly 
persons  from  their  own  homes  to  a County  Welfare  Home. 

No  cases  wrere  dealt  with  under  this  Section  during  the  year. 
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THE  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 


The  mass  radiography  unit  visits  Barnstaple  fortnightly 
on  alternate  Wednesdays,  between  the  hours  of  4 p.m.  and  5 p.m. 

It  is  situate  in  the  Cattle  Market  (Tuly  Street  entrance)  and  is 
available  to  the  general  public  (with  the  exception  of  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  and  expectant  mothers).  It  is  also 
available  for  cases  referred  by  the  general  practitioners  in  the 
area,  thus  releasing  the  X-ray  Department  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  to  cope  with  other  important  X-ray  work* 

JUNIOR  TRAINING  CENTRE,  ABBEYFIELD,  BARNSTAPLE 

This  centre  provides  training  facilities  for  mentally- 
handicapped  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen  years. 
Hostel  accommodation  is  provided  for  children  living  some  distance 
from  the  centre* 


ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE,  HAWLEY,  BARNSTAPLE 


An  Adult  Training  Centre  for  the  North  Devon  area  was  opened 
in  1966  for  the  training  of  handicapped  adults.  This  centre  also 
has  hostel  accommodation* 


HOSPITALS 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary  (125  beds)  situate  in  Barnstaple 
series  the  area  and  provides  modern  medical  and  surgical  treatment 
for  the  residents  of  the  district* 

Two  wards  (with  a total  of  thirty  - three  beds)  at  the  Alexandra 
Hospital,  Barnstaple  are  set  a,side  as  an  annexe  to  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  and  post-operative  and  recovery  patients  are  transferred 
there  as  soon  as  possible* 

There  are  also  one  hundred  beds  set  aside  for  the  chronic 
sick  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital* 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

Under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 
the  iocal  health  author ity  (i.e*  the  Devon  County  Council)  are 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  an  ambulance  service  and  the  Devon 
County  Health  Committee  have  arranged  for  this  to  be  provided  through 
the  agency  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  The  Brigade  serves 
the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District  and  the  headquarters  are  in  Commercial 
Road,  Barnstaple  (Barnstaple  5321) . The  staff  consists  of  four  paid 
full-time  members,  twenty  men  volunteers  and  fourteen  volunteer  nurses. 
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The  Hospital  Car  Service,  also  under  the  Devon  County 
Council,  is  available  upon  application  to  the  hospital  by  the 
doctor  concerned  and  the  Ambulance  Service  is  empowered  to  hire 
cars  in  urgent  cases  when  the  ambulance  is  not  necessary. 

LABORATORIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  of  v/hich  Dr.  B.  Moore  is 
the  Director,  is  situated  at  Church  Lane,  Heavitree,  Exeter.  It 
is  installed  with  the  necessary  equipment  for  bacteriological 
examination  of  all  kinds.  It  is  diagnostic  and  consultative 
services  are  available  for  all  doctors. 

Bacteriological  exa  inations  of  water,  milk  and  ice-  cream 
-re  also  carried  out  there. 

There  is  a Pathological  Laboratory  at  75  Boutport  Street, 
Barnstaple  with  a full-time  pathologist  and  technical  staff  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  whole  of  North  Devon. 

The  blood  bank  is  at  this  local  laboratory. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


There  are  nine  district  nurses  in  the  area,  all  of  whom 
act  as  mid wives. 

CARE  OP  THE  AGED 


Wherever  possible,  elderly  persons  who  are  living  alone 
are  given  every  assistance  to  enable  them  to  remain  as  long  as 
possible  in  their  own  homes.  They  are  visited  by  Health  Visitors 
and  in  the  case  of  ill-health  by  the  District  Nurse, 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


The  V.D.  Clinic  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary 
Casualty  Outpatients  Department  as  follows :- 

Males:  Mondays  at  5*30  - 6.30  and  Thursdays  at  1C. 30  - 12  noon 

Females:  Mondays  at  4«30  - 5*30  and  Thursdays  at  9*30-10.30 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Glossop 
Annexe  on  Tuesdays  from  2 to  4 p.m. 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  five  Closing  Orders  and  three  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  by  the  Council.  Three  formal  Undertakings  were 
accepted  from  owners  that  properties  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation  until  such  time  as  they  had  been  made  fit  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Council. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list 
at  the  close  of  1971  was  283  as  compared  with  242  at  the  close 
of  1970. 


During  the  year  forty  one  dwellings  were  completed  at 
Hart  Manor,  Draft on  and  seven  purchased  and  improved  at  Bray town 
Cottages,  High  Bray. 

The  following  grants  were  approved  for  the  improvement 
of  old  properties 


Improvement  64 

o 13  andcwrd  o..  ...  . * • 4 P 


» . o 0 o . « 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  Surveyors  Department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of 
main  drainage  systems  in  the  following  areas. 

Atherington 

This  village  scheme  consistently  produces  an  effluent  of  a 
quality  well  within  the  standards  of  the  Royal  Commission  and  the 
requirements  of  the  River  Authority. 

Berrynarbor 


A small  sewage  treatment  works  serves  the  properties  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  village.  These  works  are  not  efficient  and  will 
eventually  be  abandoned  when  a comprehensive  main  drainage  scheme  is 
provided  for  the  whole  of  Berrynarbor. 

Bratton  Fleming 

Large  volumes  of  surface  and  infiltration  water  enter  this 
system  and  complicate  the  operation  of  the  plant.  Bratton  Fleming  is 
a key  settlement  and  in  order  to  overcome  the  present  difficulties  and 
to  allow  for  future  development,  it  will  be  necessary  in  the  forseeable 
future  to  reconstruct  the  treatment  works  and  to  provide  additional 
sewers.  Surveys  have  been  completed  and  the  first  stage  of  a new 
scheme  is  scheduled  to  commence  in  1973/1974* 

Br aunt on 


The  Braunton,  Wrafton  and  Saunton  Road  areas  are  served  by  the 
Yellator  sewage  treatment  works  completed  in  1964  and  which  gives  primary 
settlement  and  cold  sludge  digestion. 

Combe  Martin 

The  village  drains  to  a sea  outfall  through  which  untreated 
sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea  below  low  water  level  spring  tides. 

The  system  works  entirely  by  gravity,  except  for  a number  of  properties  in 
the  Newberry  area,  where  a small  ejector  lifts  the  sewage  into  the 
gravity  system.  The  outfall  functions  efficiently. 

The  system  has  no  equipment  for  measuring  flows  and  consequently 
the  volume  discharged  is  not  known. 
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Georgeham  and  Croyde 


These  villages  drain  by  gravity  to  a pumping  station  at 
Croyde  Bay  where  the  sewage  is  passed  through  macerating  pumps  and 
then  into  the  sea  by  an  outfall  at  Pencil  Rock  near  Baggy  Point. 

Goodleigh 


The  village  system  includes  a treatment  works  incorporating 
a septic  tank.  The  plant  gives  considerable  trouble  and  a good 
quality  effluent  has  not  been  produced  since  the  works  were  first 
constructed . 

Efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  improve  the  standard 
of  effluent,  but  to  date  without  success. 

Knowle 


The  village  of  Knowle  drains  to  a small  pre-war  sewage 
works  which  will  be  abandones  if,  and  when,  the  Knowle  system  is  con- 
nected into  the  Braunton  main  drainage  area.  Meanwhile,  the  works 
continue  to  produce  an  effluent  just  within  the  Royal  Commission 
standard . 

Marwood 

A main  drainage  scheme  to  serve  Milltown,  Muddiford,  Prixford, 
Guineaford  and  Kingsheanton  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  should  be 
in  operation  in  mid-1972. 

Mortehoe  and  Woolacombe 


Woolacombe  has  main  drainage  facilities  in  which  sewage  is 
passed  via  a partial  treatment  works  to  a sea  outfall. 

The  village  of  Mortehoe  is  sewered  and  sewage  is  pumped  from 
Castle  Rock  to  the  Woolacombe  system  for  treatment. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  a new  system  giving  full  treatment 
and  it  is  expected  that  work  will  commence  in  1972. 

The  new  scheme  will  serve  Mortehoe,  Woolacombe  and  North  Morte. 

Parracombe 


This  key  settlement  has  a main  drainage  system  constructed  in 

V 

i960.  The  treatment  works  provide  full  biological  treatment  and  consistently 
produces  an  effluent  of  a good  standard. 
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S aunt on 


This  is  a very  old  sewerage  system  which  continues  to  function 
without  obvious  nuisances.  The  sewage  gravitates  to  a large  septic 
tank  and  the  effluent  from  this  tank  is  distributed  by  a series  of 
trenches  in  the  sand  dunes. 

South  Bank  Sewerage  Scheme 

This  system  serves  the  built-up  area  of  Hele  Manor,  Oakland 
Park,  Bickington,  Fremington,  Yelland  and  Instow  and  includes  that  part 
of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple  which  lies  to  the  west  of  the  River  Taw. 

The  bulk  of  the  sewage  is  pumped  to  the  treatment  works  at  Yelland  via 
pumping  stations  situated  at  Anchor  Wood,  Oakland  Park,  Fremington  and 
Instow. 


The  pumps  at  Fremington  deliver  75,000  gallons  per  hour  and 
in  dry  weather  operate  for  just  over  three  hours  a day,  but  in  storm 
weather  up  to  fifteen  hours  have  been  recorded. 

At  Fremington  a 12’*  relief  sewer  was  constructed  during  the 

year. 


The  Yelland  treatment  works  provide  screening,  grit  removal 
and  primary  settlement  and  the  settled  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River 
Taw  at  a point  near  the  East  Yelland  Power  Station.  The  works  were 
designed  to  treat  a dry  weather  flow  of  369,000  gallons,  but  can  be 
adapted  to  deal  with  a much  higher  figure. 

Stoke  Rivers 


A new  scheme  to  serve  the  village  was  constructed  in  1970 
and  the  majority  of  properties  on  the  line  of  the  sewer  have  been  con- 
nected during  the  year. 

Taw  Valley 


The  area  served  includes  Bishops  Tawton,  Landkey,  Swimbridge, 
Mount  Sandford  and  the  Rumsam  district  of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Three  pumping  stations  deliver  sewage  to  the  main  central  station  at  Pill, 
Rock  Park,  which  discharges  into  the  Borough  sewers  in  Taw  Vale.  At 
present  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  this  area  is  discharged  crude  into 
the  River  Taw  at  Castle  Quay,  but  eventually  will  be  pumped  from  Pottington 
to  a new  treatment  works  to  be  constructed  at  Ashford  by  the  Borough 
Council . 
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West  Down 


A small  treatment  works  serves  part  of  the  village  and 
produces  an  effluent  within  the  Royal  Commission  standard  except 
during  prolonged  spells  of  dry  weather, 

Westleigh 


The  hew  sewage  treatment  works  to  provide  for  primary  settle- 
ment and  cold  sludge  digestion  was  completed  in  1971* 

The  Barnstaple  R.D.C.  no  longer  discharges  any  untreated  sewage 
into  the  Rivers  Taw  or  Torringde,  nor  into  the  estuary. 

General  Situation 

The  Rural  District  Council  has,  over  the  years,  provided 
main  drainage  facilities  for  approximately  9 of  the  resident 
population  arid  the  present  capital  works  programme  will  bring  these 
amenities  to  an  additional  jfo. 

The  Rural  District  includes  a number  of  popular  holiday 
resorts  and  considerable  capital  sums  have  been  spent  since  the  war  to 
ensure  that  the  bathing  beaches  are  free  of  contamination  from  sewage. 

In  general,  the  present  installations  are  satisfactory,  the 
only  exception  being  Woolacombe,  where  the  flow  during  the  peak  holiday 
period  is  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  sewage  treatment  works. 

However,  as  a result  of  close  control  and  supervision,  the  works  are 
operated  at  a high  level  of  efficiency  and  the  likelihood  of  beach 
pollution  is  remote.  The  flow  increases  annually  in  spite  of  severe 
restriction  on  development  and  additional  treatment  facilities  are 
urgently  required. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  Surveyor’s  Department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  following  public  conveniences. 

Braunton  ( Parish  Hall) 

Braunton  (Car  Park) 

Brendon  (Malmsmead) 

Combe  Martin  (Seaside,  Skirhead,  Hollands  Park  and  Kiln  Car  Park) 

Being  situated  in  a holiday  area,  these  conveniences  are  in 
continuous  operation  during  the  summer  season. 

Croyde  (Village  and  Downend) 

Croyde  Bay 

Ceorgeham 

This  small  block  of  conveniences  are  no  longer  large  enough 
for  the  heavy  deamnds  made  upon  them. 

Instow 


These  are  used  extensively  during  the  season,  as  is  the  case 
with  all  public  conveniences  in  the  coastal  resorts. 

Woolacombe  (Marine  Drive) 

Count isbiry  (County  Cate) 

A chemical  system  of  public  conveniences  is  installed  in  both 
pl-vces.  Those  at  County  Gate  give  rise  to  a good  deal  of  nuisance  owing 
to  maintenance  problems. 

Woolacombe  (Red  Barn,  Beach  and  Combesgate) 

These  are  used  extensively  during  the  holiday  season. 

Bratton  Fleming 

Mortehoe 


The  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Village  Hall  Committee 
whereby  the  conveniences  are  made  available  to  the  public  in  return  for 
an  annual  contribution  towards  the  running  costs. 
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